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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Plague in Queensland. 

Consul-General Barton, at Melbourne, forwards the following under 
date of May 15 and 18, 1903: 

BUBONIC PLAGOE. 

Bulletin for the week ended 12 o'clock noon, Saturday, April 25, 
1903. — Two cases occurred in Brisbane during the above-mentioned 
period, namely: On the 19th instant a man 30 years of age, a sanitary- 
cart driver, and on the 24th instant a youth of 21 years of age, an 
employee in a boot manufactory in the city, were pronounced to be 
suffering from plague. 

Admitted to hospital during the week 2 

Died during the week 

Discharged 

Remaining under treatment 

Total cases to date (Brisbane, 14; Rockhampton, 2; Townsville, 3) 19 

The last case at Townsville was discharged on December 24, 1902. 
Total deaths 8 

Contacts have been kept under supervision and no case has arisen amongst them. 

RATS. 

Number of rats examined at the Bacteriological Institute during the week . . . 280 
Number of rats found to be infected 6 

Bulletin for the week ended 12 o'clock noon, Saturday, May 2, 1903. — 
One case occurred in Brisbane during the above-mentioned period, 
namely: On the 25th instant a youth 19 years of age, employed as a 
glazier in a cement and hardware merchant's establishment in the city, 
was pronounced to be suffering from the plague. 

Admitted to hospital during the week 1 

Died during the week 1 

Discharged 1 

Remaining under treatment 6 

Total cases to date (Brisbane 15, Rockhampton 2, Townsville 3) 20 

The last case at Townsville was discharged on December 24, 1902. 

Total deaths 9 

Contacts have been kept under supervision and no case has arisen amongst them. 

RATS. 

Number of rats examined at the Bacteriological Institute during the week 184 

Number of rats found to be infected 1 

Bulletin for the iveek ended 12 o'clock noon, Saturday, May 9, 1903. — 
Two cases occurred in Brisbane during the above-mentioned period, 
namely: On the 2d instant a child, 10 years of age, who died two days 
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after admission to the hospital, and, on the 3d instant, a youth, 19 
years of age, employed as a carter in a wholesale confectionery estab- 
lishment in the city. 

Admitted to hospital during the week 2 

Died during the week 3 

Discharged 

Remaining under treatment 7 

Total cases to date (Brisbane) 17 

Total deaths (Brisbane) 8 

Contacts have been kept under supervision and no case has arisen among them. 

RATS. 

Number of rats examined at the bacteriological institute during the week 149 

Number of rats found to be infected 5 

Four mice were also examined and were found to be free from plague infection. 

B. Burnet Ham, M. D., 

Commissioner of Public Health. 

BRAZIL. 

Report from Rio de Janeiro — Mortality for April, 1903. 

Consul-General Seager reports, May 18, as follows: 

Monthly bulletin of sanitary statistics, April, 1903. — In the month 
of April the improvement in the sanitary condition of the city of Rio 
de Janeiro was marked. The total number of deaths fell from 1,406 
in March to 1,222 in April. The mortality from yellow fever also 
showed a notable reduction, and the same was the case with almost all 
the other contagious diseases, as the following comparison shows: 
Yellow fever, 99 in April, as against 151 in March; plague, 3 as against 
6; smallpox, 6 as against 26; measles, 2 as against 3; scarlet fever, 
none as against 1; whooping cough, 2 as against 3; diphtheria, 5 as 
against 4; grippe, 15 as against 17; typhoid fever, 12 and 12; dysen- 
tery, 1 as against 12; leprosy, 2 as against 1; beriberi, 12 and 12; 
malarial fevers, 57 as against 95; tuberculosis, 203 as against 230, and 
hydrophobia, 1 as against none. 

Compared with the month of March there was a very noticeable 
decline in the number of persons entering the isolation hospitals. In 
the hospital of Sao Sebastiao there were admitted in April 81 cases of 
yellow fever and 20 of smallpox, as compared with 137 of yellow fever 
and 38 of smallpox in March. In the plague hospital of Paula Candido 
there were 5 admissions in April, as against 8 in March. 

The average temperature was 22.6 centigrade. The maximum was 
28.9 on the 16th, and on the 22d the minimum of 16.5, was registered. 
Maximum in March, 33; minimum, 22.4. 

Movement of population: There was an excess of 5,045 of arrivals 
over departures by sea and land. 

Proposed sanitary improvements at Rio de Janeiro. 

In his annual message, recently promulgated, the President of Bra- 
zil recommends improvement in the water supply, sewerage system, 
soil drainage, and public and private cleanliness of premises at Rio de 
Janeiro. As a basis of the system he recommends improvements 
in the port for the benefit of labor and commerce. 



